Death of a Salesman Quotations

Below is a list of 30 important quotes from the play, Death of a Salesman. You must identify the (1) situation/context and (2) the importance of the quote to the play’s overall meaning for 20 quotes. You must address the five quotes I have underlined. The other fifteen quotes are of your choosing. Write/type these explanations on a separate piece of paper. These quotes and their explanations and importance are all due:__________________________________

Questions? You can do this!

1. Linda: "I don't know. I think he's still lost, Willy. I think he's very lost." (to Willy, 10)

2. Willy: "No, no, some people -- some people accomplish something." (to Linda, 9)

3. Biff: "I tell ya, Hap, I don't know what the future is. I don't know -- what I'm supposed to want." (to Happy, 14)

4. Biff; "I've always made a point of not wasting my life, and everytime I come back here I know that all I've done is to waste my life." (to Happy, 15)

5. Happy: "But then, it's what I always wanted. My own apartment, a car, and plenty of women. And still, goddammit, I'm lonely." (to Biff, 15)

6. Happy: "I don't know what gets into me, maybe I just have an overdeveloped sense of competition or something, but I went and ruined her, and furthermore I can't get rid of her....I hate myself for it. Because I don't want the girl, and, still, I take it and -- I love it!" (to Biff, 17)

7. Willy: "Just wanna be careful with those girls, Biff, that's all. Don't make any promises. No promises of any kind." (to Biff, flashback, 18)

8. Willy: "Tell you a secret, boys. Don't breathe it to a soul. Someday I'll have my own business, and I'll never have to leave home any more." (to Biff and Happy, flashback, 21)

9. Charley: "Willy, the jails are full of fearless characters." (to Willy, flashback, 36)

10. Willy: "Because sometimes I'm afraid that I'm not teaching them the right kind of --" (to Ben, flashback, 37)

11. Linda: "I think it's just that maybe he can't bring himself to -- to open up to you." (to Biff, 39)

12. Biff: "I just can't take hold, Mom. I can't take hold of some kind of a life." (to Linda, 39)

13. Biff: "Stop making excuses for him! He always, always wiped the floor with you. Never had an ounce of respect for you." (to Linda, 40)

14. Linda: "What happened to the love you had for him? You were such pals!" (to Biff, 42)

15. Willy: "Because you got a greatness in you, Biff, remember that. You got all kinds a greatness..." (to Biff, 49)

16. Willy: "A star like that, magnificent, can never really fade away!" (to Linda, 50)

17. Willy: "Once in my life I would like to own something outright before it's broken!" (to Linda, 53)

18. Willy: "..when he died -- and by the way he died the death of a salesman, in his green velvet slippers in the smoker of the New York, New Haven and Hartford, going into Boston -- when he died, hundreds of salesmen and buyers were at his funeral." (to Howard, 59)

19. Willy: "It keeps going around in my mind, maybe I did something to him. I got nothing to give him." (to Bernard, about Biff, 68)

20. Willy: "I see it like a diamond, shining in the dark, hard and rough, that I can pick up and touch in my hand." (to Ben, in a daydream, 92)

21. Willy: "I want you to know, on the train, in the mountains, in the valleys, wherever you go, that you cut down your life for spite!" (to Biff, 95)

22. Biff: "And I never got anywhere because you blew me so full of hot air I could never stand taking orders from anybody!" (to Willy, 96)

23. Biff: "I'm a dime a dozen, and so are you!" (to Willy, 97)

24. Willy: "I am not a dime a dozen!" (to Biff, 97)

25. Biff: "I am not a leader of men, Willy, and neither are you." (to Willy, 97)

26. Biff: "Will you let me go, for Christ's sake? Will you take that phony dream and burn it before something happens?" (to Willy, 97; burning of sneakers with University of Virginia after discovering the tryst)

27. Ben: "The jungle is dark but full of diamonds, Willy." (to Willy, daydream, 98)

28. Charley: "A salesman is got to dream, boy. It comes with the territory." (to Biff at the funeral, 101)

29. Happy: "I'm gonna show you and everybody else that Willy Loman did not die in vain. He had a good dream." (to Biff, 101)

30. Linda: "We're free." (to the grave, 101)

